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ETON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  1953 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Eton  Rural  District  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  my  fourth  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district. 

I have  presented  the  statistical  information  in  the  usual  form 
together  with  several  tables  chosen  to  show  at  a glance  the  con- 
ditions obtaining  during  the  year  1953  and  a comparison  with 
previous  years. 

Although  tables  showing  rates  per  1,000  population  are  given 
as  a convenient  and  interesting  form  of  comparison,  the  actual 
figures  relating  to  these  rates  are  also  contained  in  the  report  and 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  where  numbers  are  small  the  latter 
are  the  more  important. 

The  number  of  live  births  is  higher  than  for  either  1952  or 
1951,  and  the  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  shows  a corresponding 
increase  and  is  also  slightly  above  the  National  rate. 

The  number  of  still  births  fell  from  15  in  1952  to  11  in  1953 
and  it  should  be  noted  that  this  small  decrease  in  actual  numbers 
accounts  for  a fall  in  the  still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  births  from 
2441  to  15-51. 

Although  the  population  has  increased  by  1,180  since  1951 
the  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  is  smaller  than  for  either  1951 
or  1952.  This  is  merely  interesting  and  I do  not  suggest  that 
) credit  is  due  to  anyone.  It  is  equally  interesting  to  note  that  the 
number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  showed  a slight 
increase  and  that  this  small  increase  is  reflected  in  a considerable 
fluctuation  in  the  death  rate  of  infants  per  1,000  live  births. 

Once  again  there  were  no  deaths  recorded  due  to,  or  associated 
with  pregnancy  and  childbearing,  and  here  credit  is  due  to  all 
those  who  have  worked  throughout  the  years  to  bring  about  and 
maintain  the  high  standard  of  ante-natal  care  and  midwifery  which 
] is  offered  to  the  public  to-day. 

Here,  I feel,  it  would  be  appropriate  to  put  on  record  certain 
figures  which  were  revealed  as  the  result  of  a survey  in  connection 
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with  the  proposed  closure  of  a Maternity  Home,  as  the  reservation 
of  Maternity  beds  is  closely  associated  with  the  social  and  environ- 
mental conditions. 

Out  of  352  cases  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Home  in  question, 
88  were  Eton  Rural  District  residents. 

The  percentage  of  all  births  in  the  district  for  the  year  1953 
which  took  place  at  the  patient’s  homes  was  20*03  and  the  per- 
centage born  in  institutions  was  79*97.  The  number  of  babies 
born  to  parents  living  in  huts  in  the  area  was  19  and  of  these  16 
were  born  in  institutions. 

The  number  of  babies  born  to  parents  living  in  caravans  in 
the  area  was  51  and  all  were  born  in  institutions. 

As  the  social  and  environmental  conditions  related  to  the 
admission  of  these  cases  to  maternity  beds  are  very  closely  tied  up 
with  housing,  general  sanitation  and  other  matters  which  concern 
the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  present  organisation  by 
which  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  not  consulted  in 
any  way  about  the  environmental  conditions  in  his  district,  in 
connection  with  maternity  bed  reservations  appears  to  be  a mistake. 

As  has  been  the  case  for  some  years  the  principal  cause  of 
death  was  again  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  with 
malignant  diseases  taking  second  place. 

Deaths  from  malignant  disease  of  the  bronchus  were  slightly 
fewer  than  for  the  years  1951  or  1952  which  is  of  interest  in  view 
of  the  publicity  which  has  been  given  during  the  past  year  to  cancer 
of  the  lungs  and  its  causes. 

There  were  670  notifications  of  Measles  which  is  the  highest 
figure  reached  since  the  disease  first  became  notifiable  in  1939. 
The  outbreak  which  commenced  in  the  autumn  of  the  previous 
year  increased  during  January  and  February  and  reached  its  peak 
with  241  cases  in  the  month  of  March  falling  to  190  cases  in  April 
and  111  in  May  and  then  collapsed  suddenly  to  only  4 cases  in 
June. 

There  was  also  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  likewise 
began  in  the  late  autumn  of  the  previous  year  and  maintained  a 
more  or  less  constant  level  throughout  1953  except  for  the  month 
of  May,  and  began  to  show  signs  of  falling  off  by  December.  The 
total  number  of  notifications  was  153  which  is  the  most  recorded 
for  at  least  12  years. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  showed  a drop 
from  62  in  1952  to  37  in  1953.  As  pointed  out  in  my  report  for 
1952,  the  abnormally  high  figure  for  that  year  appeared  to  be  due 
to  the  new  definition  of  the  disease  in  the  new  regulations,  and 
probably  the  figure  for  1953  is  more  in  keeping  with  what  might 
be  expected. 

For  some  inexplicable  reason  there  appears  to  have  been  a 
large  increase  in  notifications  of  pneumonia,  and  the  figure  of  51 
is  once  again,  as  with  measles  and  scarlet  fever,  the  highest  recorded. 
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Whooping  Cough  maintained  an  average  level  throughout 
the  year  with  the  exception  of  the  month  of  January  when  there 
were  no  new  cases. 

There  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis  but,  as  we 
have  now  come  to  anticipate,  the  cases  which  did  occur  were  con- 
fined to  the  dry  and  warmer  months  of  the  year  and  our  notifications 
were  almost  all  received  between  May  and  October. 

Once  again  I wish  to  say  it  has  been  a pleasure  to  have  worked 
in  complete  harmony  with  fellow  Officers  in  all  other  departments 
of  the  Council  and  I am  indebted  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  for  their  unfailing  support. 

I am. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  Hobbin, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  I 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (Land  and  Inland  Water)  ...  ...  ...  35,537  acres 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1953  (accord- 
ing to  Rate  Books)  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,678 

Rateable  value  at  1.4.53  £421,299 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  1952/53  £1,689  18s.  2d. 

Population.  Registrar  General’s  estimate  for  mid- 
year 1953  44,170 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

352 

318 

670 

Illegitimate 

14 

14 

28 

Totals  ...  ... 

366 

332 

698 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

• • • • • • 

...  15*80 

National  Rate 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

...  15*5 

Comparability  Factor 

• • • 

• • • • • • 

0*97 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

5 

10 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

5 

6 

11 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

...  15*51 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

• • • • • • 

0*25 

National  Rate  (per  1,000  Population) 

... 

0*35 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

215 

199 

414 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  9-37 

Corrected  Death  Rate — allowing  for  sex  and  age  (com- 
parability factor=  1*00)  ...  ...  9-37 

National  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11-4 

Ratio  of  Corrected  Death  Rate  to  National  0*821 


Infant  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  Infants  under 

1 year  of  age) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

10 

12 

22 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

^ 

13 

23 

Death  Rate  for  all  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  33*00 
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National  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26*8 

Death  Rate  for  Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate 

Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32-84 

Death  Rate  for  Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate 

Births 35-71 


Neo-Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age) 

Male  Female  Total 

8 8 16 
— 1 1 


Legitimate 


Illegitimate 

Totals 


8 
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Death  Rate  for  all  Infants  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24-36 

Mortality  of  Children  under  2 years  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Total  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

National  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1-1 


Maternal  Mortality  (Deaths  due  to  or  associated  with 
pregnancy  and  childbearing) 

Total  from  all  causes  (excluding  abortion) 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  and  still  births 


Nil 

Nil 


Analysis  of  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  and 
National  Rates 

Eton  England 


{a)  Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  the 
puerperium 

ib)  Abortion  with  toxaemia 

Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy  and  the 
puerperium 

(c)  Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy  and  child- 
birth   

id)  Abortion  without  mention  of  sepsis  or 
toxaemia  ... 

(e)  Abortion  with  sepsis  

(/)  Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  child- 
birth and  the  puerperium 


Rural 

District 

and 

Wales 

Nil 

0-10 

Nil 

0-01 

Nil 

0-24 

Nil 

0-13 

Nil 

0-04 

Nil 

0-06 

Nil 

0-18 

B 


9 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  in  the  Eton  Rural 

District 

during 

1953. 

All  Causes  ... 

Male  Female  Total 

414 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

5 

— 

5 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

2 

1 

3 

4.  Diphtheria... 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1 

8.  Measles 

— 

1 

1 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

— 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

3 

9 

12 

1 1 . Malignant  neoplasm,  bronchus  ... 

10 

3 

13 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

9 

10 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

3 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

30 

19 

49 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

3 

1 

4 

16.  Diabetes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system... 

14 

27 

41 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

39 

21 

60 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

5 

7 

12 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21 

30 

51 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

9 

4 

13 

22.  Influenza  ... 

3 

5 

8 

23.  Pneumonia 

11 

9 

20 

24.  Bronchitis  ... 

11 

8 

19 

25.  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

2 

2 

4 

26.  Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

5 

— 

5 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

3 

3 

6 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .. . 

3 

4 

7 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

4 

— 

4 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  abortion  ... 

— 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

7 

8 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

16 

16 

32 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

8 

1 

9 

34.  All  other  accidents 

4 

6 

10 

35.  Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

10 


Death  and  Death  Rates  per  1,000  Population  from  Principal  Causes,  1949-1953 
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Comparison  of  Local  and  National  Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  from  1943  to  1953 
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TABLE  III 

Causes  of  Death  of  all  Infants  under  1 year,  and  Analysis  of  Ages  at  Death 

(From  local  returns  before  correction  to  place  of  residence.) 
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NOTIFICATION  REGISTER 
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Comparison  of  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  1953  with  Previous  Years 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Every  new  case  of  Tuberculosis  notified  and  every  transfer 
into  the  district  from  another  area  with  the  exception  of  old  cases 
of  several  years’  standing  is  investigated  and  a form  containing  all 
relevant  information  of  the  patient  and  the  home  conditions  is 
completed,  together  with  a list  of  all  known  immediate  contacts. 
This  form  is  used  to  ascertain  whether  any  action  is  required  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  regards  the  nature  of  employment  in 
infectious  cases,  also  to  decide  whether  the  housing  conditions  are 
satisfactory  or  whether  any  recommendations  should  be  made  to 
the  Council  as  regards  rehousing  the  family  on  health  grounds. 

In  addition  to  the  nature  of  occupation  and  the  type  and 
condition  of  the  housing  accommodation,  information  is  obtained 
from  the  form  as  to  sleeping  arrangements,  total  number  and  sexes 
in  household  with  ages,  whether  the  kitchen  is  shared  with  any  other 
occupants  apart  from  the  family,  whether  there  is  space  for  a garden 
shelter,  the  source  of  milk  supply  and  whether  the  patient  has 
attended  the  Chest  Clinic,  or  received  treatment  in  hospital. 

A copy  of  this  form  is  forwarded  to  the  Chest  Clinic  in  order 
that  the  list  of  contacts  contained  thereon  may  be  given  appoint- 
ments and  followed  up. 

From  experience  of  the  antibiotic  treatment  of  Tuberculosis 
throughout  the  country  it  has  now  become  evident  that  success  is 
very  largely  confined  to  a reduction  in  the  death  rate  with  very  little 
corresponding  reduction  in  the  number  of  new  notifications.  Once 
again,  therefore,  the  public  health  services  are  faced  with  the  fact 
that  preventive  measures  must  play  a greater  part  in  the  control  of 
this  disease  and  the  necessity  for  this  has  recently  been  stressed  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Prevention  of  spread  is  well  known  to  be  a matter  of  avoidance 
of  respiratory  infection  and  such  infection  arises  from  contact 
more  or  less  intimate  with  other  active  respiratory  cases.  It  may 
occasionally  arise  from  the  inhalation  of  dust  contaminated  with 
dried  sputum  without  any  contact  with  the  infected  person.  The 
first  objective  therefore  must  be  to  find  every  person  with  an  active 
infection  and  having  found  and  made  available  to  him  such  treat- 
ment as  is  necessary,  there  is  the  further  obligation  of  ascertaining 
if  possible,  whence  he  obtained  his  infection  and  whether  he  has 
infected  others.  Completeness  of  notification  is,  of  course,  one  of 
the  first  essentials  and  a contribution  which  should  be  made  by  all 
doctors  in  or  out  of  hospitals. 

The  preventive  measures  are  concerned  firstly  with  the  in- 
dividual case,  secondly  with  the  contacts  of  that  individual  and 
thirdly  with  general  preventive  measures. 

The  infected  individual  should  ideally  be  isolated  until  he 
ceases  to  be  infective,  but  this  frequently  conflicts  violently  with  the 
patient’s  own  interests.  It  is  not  practicable  to  isolate  all  such 
persons  in  institutions  and  many  believe  that  it  would  not  be 
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justifiable  to  do  so  in  the  large  proportion  of  the  persons  who  are 
infective  at  any  one  time..  Patients  must  therefore  be  cared  for  at 
home  in  conditions  which  reduce  to  a minimum  the  risk  of  infection 
to  others.  The  patient  at  home  should  be  isolated  to  the  extent  of 
sleeping  alone  and  this  may  require  action  to  secure  better  housing 
of  the  family  or  in  suitable  cases  isolation  of  the  patient  himself  in 
a chalet  in  his  own  garden.  It  is  clearly  undesirable  to  rely  on 
isolation  in  a home  where  there  are  present  persons  such  as  young 
children  or  young  adolescents  without  developed  resistance. 
Details  of  the  precautions  to  be  taken  in  cases  under  treatment  at 
home  require  no  elaboration  but  it  is  felt  that  there  is  necessity  for 
continued  insistence  by  the  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on 
these  precautions  and  consultation  and  collaboration  between  the 
Chest  Physician,  the  family  doctor  and  the  local  health  department. 

Our  records  revealed  that  there  were  no  deaths  from  tubercu- 
losis in  this  area  which  were  not  previously  notified  during  life. 
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SECTION  III 


Laboratory 

The  following  specimens  have  been  examined  at  the  laboratories 
of  the  Public  Health  Services: — 


Nasal  swabs 

Throat  swabs  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli,  Haemolytic  Streptococci 
and  Vincent’s  Angina 
Sputum  specimens  for  Tuberculosis 

Catheter  specimens  of  Urine  

Faeces  for  Coli-Typhoid  organisms 
Swab  from  root  of  nail  ... 

Milk  samples  

Ice  Cream  ... 


Number 
2 


51 

1 

2 

38 

1 

134 

61 


Water  Samples: 

(a)  Drinking  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

(Jb)  Swimming  Pool  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


SECTION  IV 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Staff  Examinations  (Superannuation,  etc.) 

Number  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Rehousing  on  Medical  Grounds 

Number  of  cases  investigated  ...  ...  30 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  Article  20 

Number  of  investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951 

Section  50 — Number  of  burials  arranged  ...  ...  ...  2 

Section  47 — Number  of  cases  investigated  as  in  need  of 

care  and  attention  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital  or 
other  institutions  by  Court  Order...  ...  2 

The  circumstances  related  to  the  cases  removed  by  Court 
Order  are  as  follows: — 

Case  I. 

On  October  23rd  a Court  Order  was  obtained  under  the 
National  Assistance  Amendment  Act,  1951,  for  the  removal  to 
hospital  of  a lady  aged  85  years,  who  was  found  to  be  living  alone 
in  insanitary  conditions  and  was  unable  to  devote  to  herself,  and 
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not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention.  She 
was  living  in  a bungalow  and  during  the  past  two  years  her  general 
state  of  health  had  been  failing  and  she  had  been  receiving  a con- 
siderable amount  of  assistance  from  neighbours  who  had  notified 
me  that  they  were  no  longer  able  to  continue  this  attention. 
Arrangements  were  made  for  a Home  Help  to  visit  but  the  lady 
would  not  accept  such  assistance  and  the  Home  Help  was  unable  to 
get  into  the  house  as  doors  and  windows  were  all  bolted  from  within. 
When  I finally  gained  access  with  the  aid  of  the  police  she  had  had 
scarcely  anything  to  eat  for  three  days  and  although  in  a weak  state 
she  was  quite  adamant  that  she  would  not  go  to  hospital. 

The  conditions  of  the  house  showed  all  the  usual  features  of 
neglect  associated  with  her  incapacity. 

After  discussing  her  condition  with  her  private  doctor  who 
had  contacted  me  I decided  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  apply 
for  a Court  Order  for  her  removal  in  her  own  interests.  The  Order 
was  for  a period  of  three  weeks  and  she  was  removed  to  the  chronic 
sick  wards  at  St.  Mark’s  Hospital,  Maidenhead. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  accompanied  me  in  my  investiga- 
tions and  as  regards  the  sanitary  conditions  we  were  in  complete 
agreement.  Both  he  and  my  secretary  accompanied  me  in 
executing  the  Court  Order  and  were  of  the  utmost  assistance. 

The  only  relatives  of  the  patient  were  one  sister,  equally  aged 
and  unable  to  help,  and  a daughter-in-law,  who  was  stated  to  be 
disinterested. 

After  her  removal  to  hospital  I followed  the  case  up  and 
ascertained  that  arrangements  had  been  made  between  the  Hospital 
Almoner  and  one  of  the  neighbours,  who  was  interested  in  her 
welfare,  that  at  expiry  of  the  Court  Order  she  would  be  removed  to 
a Private  Nursing  Home  and  financial  provision  had  been  made  for 
her  maintenance  therein. 

I was  satisfied  that  under  these  circumstances  there  was  no 
need  to  apply  to  Court  for  the  extension  of  the  Order  and  the 
matter  was  allowed  to  lapse. 

Case  II. 

This  was  a case  of  a lady  aged  60  years,  who  was  not  suffering 
from  any  physical  disability  apart  from  malnutrition,  but  who  had 
apparently  lost  all  interest  in  trying  to  live  properly,  and  refused 
to  get  out  of  bed  to  prepare  meals  for  herself  or  to  clean  the  house. 

Meals  were  provided  for  her,  when  possible,  by  neighbours 
during  the  day  and  by  a lodger  living  in  the  same  house  when  she 
returned  from  work  in  the  evening. 

Eventually  complaints  were  received  about  the  sanitary  state 
of  the  house  and  the  physical  deterioration. 
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On  visiting  the  premises  the  whole  house  was  found  to  be  in  a 
filthy  state  and  there  was  evidence  of  neglect  everywhere.  The 
bedroom  was  strewn  with  feathers  from  a torn  mattress  and  the 
lady  personally  was  in  a dirty  and  neglected  state,  her  hair  being 
matted  with  food  remnants  and  feathers  and  she  was  emaciated. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  an  application  was  made  to 
Court  for  her  removal  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1951. 

I followed  the  case  up  after  her  removal  to  Part  III  Accom- 
modation, and  in  view  of  her  very  satisfactory  progress  under 
institutional  discipline  the  Court  Order  was  not  renewed,  and  on  its 
expiry  she  was  permitted  to  return  home  after  the  house  had  been 
thoroughly  cleaned  up  and  put  in  order. 

The  only  relative  who  could  be  contacted  was  a brother  and 
it  was  understood  that  he  would  visit  her  periodically  after  her 
return  home. 
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Showing  Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
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Showing  Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  occurring  in  each  Parish  in  the  Area 
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IMMUNISATION 


During  the  years  1948,  1949,  1950  and  1952  the  number  of 
cases  of  Diphtheria  in  children  under  15  notified  in  England  and 
Wales  showed  a steady  decline,  the  figures  for  those  years 
respectively  being  2,426,  1,317,  653  and  255,  totalling  4,651.  The 
number  of  notified  cases  who  had  been  immunised  and  who  had 
not  been  immunised  showed  a similar  ratio  each  year,  viz.,  rather 
less  than  one-third  had  been  immunised  and  more  than  two-thirds 
not  immunised.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Diphtheria  during  the 
same  years  was  134,  67,  35  and  17,  totalling  253,  of  whom  only  18 
had  been  immunised,  and  235  were  not  immunised. 

It  is  interesting  from  these  figures  to  note  the  value  of  Diphtheria 
immunisation  firstly  in  reducing  the  attack  rate  and  secondly,  its 
extreme  value  in  minimising  the  gravity  of  the  attack  and  saving 
life. 

With  the  fall  in  the  number  of  notified  cases  and  the  increasing 
rarity  of  the  condition  there  is  a danger  of  cases  going  unrecognised 
until  a late  stage  of  the  illness. 

This  emphasises  once  again  the  prime  importance  of  mitigating 
the  frequently  tragic  effect  of  this  disease  by  the  well-proved  and 
readily  available  means  of  immunisation. 

Where  death  has  occurred  in  cases  known  to  have  been 
immunised  it  has  been  found  in  a large  proportion  of  cases  that 
immunisation  was  carried  out  several  years  beforehand,  often  more 
than  five  years  previously,  and  no  booster  dose  had  been  given. 
After  such  long  intervals  it  is  recognised  that  the  degree  of  protection 
has  weakened  very  considerably,  and  in  the  case  of  children  it  is 
strongly  advisable  that  a further  injection  should  be  given  at 
intervals  of  four  years. 

Schemes  to  carry  out  immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 
as  well  as  Diphtheria  are  being  continued  by  many  authorities 
with  ministerial  approval  under  Section  26  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946.  Investigations  to  devise  a suitable  Whooping 
Cough  vaccine  which  can  be  standardised  have  been  continued 
throughout  the  year,  but  the  Medical  Research  Council  has  not 
yet  felt  justified  in  recommending  that  this  form  of  prophylaxis 
should  be  put  on  the  same  national  basis  as  that  for  Diphtheria. 

It  is  of  course  agreed  that  a combined  Diphtheria-Whooping 
Cough  prophylactic  is  very  desirable  since  that  number  of  injections 
would  be  reduced,  but  it  is  becoming  apparent  that  much  immuno- 
logical research  will  be  required  to  determine  the  optimum  com- 
position of  this. 

A further  difficulty  arises  in  that  protection  against  Whooping 
Cough  is  most  needed  in  the  first  few  months  of  life  when  Diphtheria 
is  very  rare  and  the  body’s  response  to  Diphtheria  antigens  is  often 
very  slight. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  has 
been  carried  out  in  this  area  for  several  years  and  was  continued 
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during  1953.  A combined  vaccine  has  been  used  at  welfare  clinics 
requiring  three  injections,  and  school  entrants  at  the  age  of  five 
years  have  been  given  a booster  dose  of  A.P.T.  for  protection 
against  Diphtheria  only. 


TABLE  XI 

Immunisation  and  Re-immunisations 


Primary  Immunisation 

Type 

Age  at  Date  of 

Final  Injection 

Total 

Re- 

Immuni- 

sation 

Under 

1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

Diphtheria  only  

13 

16 

27 

56 

840 

Diphtheria/Whooping  Cough 
combined  ... 

279 

228 

8 

515 

Whooping  Cough  only 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

FOOD  POISONING 

Only  five  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the 
year,  two  of  these  being  isolated  cases  where  only  one  person  in 
each  of  two  households  was  affected,  and  the  remaining  three  cases 
were  confined  to  one  family. 

All  cases  were  fully  investigated  but  unfortunately  by  the 
time  notification  was  received  all  food  had  been  disposed  of  and 
no  samples  were  available  for  analysis.  Faeces  samples  were 
collected  for  examination  at  the  Public  Health  Services  Laboratory 
and  in  each  case  no  pathogenic  organisms  were  found.  From 
information  received,  however,  the  indication  was  that  infection 
was  Salmonella  and  that  uncooked  food  eaten  within  the  period  of 
twelve  hours  prior  to  the  onset  was  the  likely  source. 

SECTION  VI 

WATER 

The  arrangements  for  supply  of  piped  water  in  the  District 
remain  unchanged  from  that  indicated  in  the  Report  for  1951. 
Although  it  will  be  noted  from  details  given  below  by  the  Water 
Undertakings  that  extensions  of  mains  during  the  year  were  some 
2,526  yards  in  total  (2-in.  240  yards,  3-in.  1,902  yards,  and  4-in. 
384  yards)  this  did  not  effect  any  reduction  of  the  number  of  proper- 
ties in  the  Wraysbury  area  which  are  still  dependent  on  supplies 
from  their  individual  shallow  (tube)  wells. 

Details  given  by  the  Undertakings  are  as  follows: — 
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Borough  of  Slough 

Mains  laid — no  extensions. 

The  supply  has  been  sufficient  in  quantity  and  weekly  bacterio-- 
logical  examinations  confirm  the  high  quality  of  the  water  and: 
that  it  is  suitable  for  domestic  use.  Chlorination  is  the  only  formi 
of  treatment  required. 

(The  remarks  in  the  previous  paragraph  are  identical  withi 
those  of  the  preceding  year.) 


Rickmansworth  & Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company 

Mains  laid. 


55  yds.  of  4-in.  main. 
171  yds.  of  4-in.  main.. 


171  yds.  of  2-in.  main. 


462  yds.  of  3-in.  maim 


Denham  (Higher)... 

Hedgerley  (One  Pin  Lane) 

Iver  (Housing  Estate,  Thorney 
Lane) 

Iver  (Housing  Estate  and  Wood 
Lane  Estate) 

Iver  (Housing  Estate,  Thorney 
Lane) 

Wraysbury  (The  Green)  ... 

Wraysbury  (The  Green  and  Hous- 
ing Estate,  Staines  Road) 

The  total  number  of  domestic  supplies  afforded  throughoutt 
the  area  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  5,871. 

The  water  supply  is  analysed  frequently  and  the  results  obtained: 
invariably  show  it  to  be  perfectly  pure  and  in  every  way  suitable? 
for  public  supply.  All  water  supplied  is  sterilized  by  treatment! 
with  chlorine  and  on  leaving  the  pumping  station  contains  approxi-- 
mately  0-20  to  0*25  p.p.m.  residual  chlorine. 


92  yds.  of  4-in.  main. 
69  yds.  of  2-in.  main. 


174  yds.  of  3-in.  main. 


Burnham,  Dorney  & Hitcham  Waterworks  Co.  Ltd. 

Mains  laid. 


Burnham  (Littleworth  Common) 
Burnham  (North  of  Lent  Green) 
Burnham  (Nashdom  Lane) 
Burnham  (Dropmore  Road) 
Burnham  (North  Burnham,  Stage 

1)  

Burnham  (North  Burnham,  Stage 

1 ) ...  ...  ...  ... 


102  yds.  of  3-in.  main. 
263  yds.  of  3-in.  main. . 
67  yds.  of  3-in.  main. . 
134  yds.  of  3-in.  main.. 

700  yds.  of  3-in.  main. 

66  yds.  of  4-in.  main. , 


Water  Analyses 


No. 

Supply 

Type 

Result 

9 

Burnham  ... 

...  Bacterial 

...  Good 

3 

Burnham  ... 

. . . Chemical 

...  Normal 

9 

Taplow 

...  Bacterial 

...  Good 

3 

Taplow 

. . . Chemical 

...  Normal 

8 

Service 

. . . Bacterial 

...  Good 

Total  consumption  of  this  undertaking  increased  by  18  million 
gallons. 
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SAMPLES  COLLECTED  FROM  SWIMMING  POOLS  AND  BATHING  PLACES 
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SAMPLES  COLLECTED  EROM  WATER  UNDERTAKINGS 
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t Alternative  satisfactory  supply  provided.  *Total  Mains  Samples  Collected,  25. 


SECTION  VII 

GENERAL  SANITATION 

The  principal  features  of  the  state  of  general  sanitation  have 
been  those  associated  with  the  urgent  necessity  for  the  provision 
of  main  drainage.  As  the  district  continues  to  be  developed  and 
more  and  more  dwelling  houses  erected  so  the  problem  of  disposal 
of  cesspool  contents  continues  to  grow  in  magnitude,  the  number 
of  complaints  with  regard  to  cesspools  continues  to  increase  and 
the  inadvisability  of  increasing  the  number  of  cesspools  in  the 
district  becomes  more  and  more  obvious.  Likewise  the  owners 
of  old  properties  provided  only  with  closet  sanitation  which  is 
entirely  unsatisfactory,  cannot  in  the  present  circumstances  be 
advised  in  every  case  to  install  water  carriage  sanitation  and  cess- 
pools. 

The  basis  of  the  Council’s  scheme  for  emptying  cesspools  has 
remained  unchanged,  viz.,  that  they  are  emptied  not  more  often 
than  once  a month  on  request,  if  full.  Although  this  arrange- 
ment appears  to  be  adequate  in  the  majority  of  cases,  experience 
shows  that  many  cesspools  for  various  reasons  fill  up  in  an 
abnormally  short  period  and  require  emptying  at  very  short  intervals. 
Owing  to  manpower  difficulties  and  the  fact  that  all  cesspool 
emptiers  are  in  full  use  it  has  not  always  been  possible  to  carry 
out  the  additional  emptying  immediately  and  complaints  of  over- 
flowing and  nuisance  have  been  received. 

In  some  instances  nuisance  from  overflowing  has  arisen  in 
one  particular  locality  where  a number  of  cesspools  repeatedly 
give  rise  to  trouble.  The  Council  resolved  in  this  connection  that 
in  the  case  of  Council  houses,  if  the  cesspool  was  found  to  be 
defective  the  Housing  Manager  would  be  instructed  to  carry  out 
additional  emptyings  subject  to  the  vehicles  being  available.  If 
on  the  other  hand  the  cesspool  was  found  to  be  watertight  the 
onus  of  emptying  and  payments  therefor  should  rest  on  the  occupier 
of  the  house.  This  task  of  investigating  the  relevant  circumstances 
and  deciding  where  the  responsibility  lies  is  often  a prolonged  and 
difficult  business  and  meanwhile  the  nuisance  continues  to  recur, 
and  occupiers,  who  cannot  always  appreciate  that  the  Public  Health 
Department  is  limited  in  its  capacity  to  remedy  their  complaints, 
become  exasperated  and  in  some  instances  commence  complaining 
elsewhere  to  authorities  not  directly  concerned. 

The  number  of  pail  closets  being  emptied  each  week  by  the  Public 
Cleansing  Department  is  in  the  region  of  560.  This  is  an  alarming 
figure  for  a ^strict  which  is  only  a short  distance  from  London 
and  which  is  regarded  as  the  dormitory  of  London. 

The  Council  were  perturbed  at  this  and  consequently  a survey 
of  the  situation  was  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
and  the  premises  concerned  listed  in  various  categories  according 
to  other  relevant  circumstances  with  the  following  results : — 
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Category  (a):  209  pail  closets  in  premises  either  on  a sewer r 
line  or  proposed  sewer  line. 

Category  {b):  118  pail  closets  in  premises  which  are  not  oni 
the  sewer  line,  and  not  likely  to  be,  but  have  a piped  water  supply, 
and  the  fitness  of  the  premises  is  such  that  they  have  a 10-year  life" 
or  over. 

Category  (c).*  85  pail  closets  on  premises  having  a restricted! 
life  either  by  existing  or  proposed  action  under  the  Housing  ActSs 
or  included  in  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board’s  proposals. 

Category  {d):  105  pail  closets  on  premises  other  than  dwelling! 
houses  {e.g.  caravans,  schools,  recreational  grounds,  agricultural' 
hutments). 

Category  {e):  34  pail  closets  on  premises  which  are  not  on  ai 
sewer  line  existing  or  proposed  and  have  no  piped  water  supply. 

It  is  accepted  that  nothing  can  be  done  about  the  pail  closets , 
in  category  (e)  and  that  as  regards  category  (c)  it  would  be  un-  • 
reasonable  at  present  to  require  owners  to  convert. 

Those  premises  in  category  (a)  will  in  time  with  the  sewer  ■ 
available  and  the  piped  water  supply  be  converted  and  so  the 
problem  remaining  was  with  categories  (b)  and  (d).  In  category 
(d)  18  closets  were  at  schools  and  it  was  known  that  these  would! 
in  due  course  be  replaced  by  water  carriage  sanitation. 

The  final  problem,  therefore,  so  far  as  it  might  be  possible  to 
do  anything  to  reduce  the  number  of  pail  closets  was  category  (b)  i 
with  118  closets. 

A more  detailed  survey  of  this  category  showed  that  most  of' 
the  premises  had  some  limited  form  of  sanitation  mainly  for  the  • 
disposal  of  sink  waste.  Where  cesspools  existed  they  were  limited  i 
in  capacity  and  did  not  conform  to  the  Bye-Laws. 

The  drains  were  old  and  it  was  obvious  that  they  would  have  * 
to  be  completely  relaid  to  any  new  or  additional  cesspool.  In 
some  cases  blocks  of  cottages  had  combined  drainage  to  one  cesspool 
and  having  regard  to  the  difficulties  we  have  experienced  with  this . 
type  of  drainage  it  would  be  necessary  to  split  these  up  into  separate  * 
cesspools. 

As  pointed  out  at  the  beginning  of  this  section  the  whole  ■ 
problem  of  cesspools  is  a constant  headache  and  it  is  doubtful 
whether  even  for  the  sake  of  getting  rid  of  pail  closets  further 
cesspools  should  be  constructed. 

I think  it  is  obvious  from  the  constant  trouble  in  the  district 
from  cesspools  and  the  very  large  number  of  pail  closets  which 
are  an  antiquated  and  thoroughly  unhygienic  form  of  sanitation, 
that  the  provision  of  main  drainage  throughout  the  district  is  a 
matter  of  urgency  and  should  be  granted  the  fullest  possible  priority. 
Main  drainage,  in  fact,  is  the  only  solution  to  many  of  the  complaints 
of  insanitary  conditions  received  at  the  Public  Health  Department 
repeatedly  in  respect  of  certain  localities,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  complaints  are  justified. 

During  the  year,  the  insanitary  conditions  arising  from  over- 
flowing cesspools  in  the  Higher  Denham  area  were  fully  investigated 
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and  reported  to  the  Public  Health  and  Cleansing  Committee. 
It  was  clear  that  a number  of  those  cesspools  gave  trouble  regularly 
during  the  winter  season  and  wet  spells,  while  others  were  affected 
by  underground  water.  Trouble  was  also  believed  to  be  due 
partly  to  the  insufficiency  of  cesspool  capacity  and  the  lack  of 
appreciation  by  persons  unaccustomed  to  cesspool  drainage  for 
the  need  for  limitation  of  the  use  of  water. 

It  was  felt  that  to  ask  owners  to  increase  the  capacities  of 
cesspools  or  to  make  them  watertight,  would  in  this  case  not  be 
practicable  or  reasonable  and  would  only  amount  to  a waste  of 
money.  The  completion  of  Stage  II  of  the  Denham  Main  Drainage 
Scheme,  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  commenced  during  1954,  will  be 
the  only  possible  solution  to  the  Higher  Denham  problem. 

Stage  I of  the  Denham  Main  Drainage  Scheme  has  proceeded 
to  schedule  throughout  the  year  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  work 
may  be  complete  about  the  end  of  1954  or  early  1955.  During 
1953  the  following  have  been  laid  which  completes  all  gravity  sewers 


in  Stage  I : 

18-in. 

439  yds. 

15-in. 

1,682  yds.  1 

9-in.  and  12-in. 

...  3,060  yds.  1 

7-in. 

1,500  yds. 

6-in. 

229  yds.1 

4-in. 

...  1,816  yds.  > 

7-in. 

73  yds.J 

8-in.  and  14-in. 

777  yds. 

boundaries. 


There  were  three  premises  converted  from  conservancy  to 
main  drainage  during  1953. 

Disposal  of  dry  refuse  has  not  presented  the  same  difficulties 
or  the  same  problem.  All  disposal  has  been  by  controlled  tipping 
and  from  the  Public  Health  point  of  view  this  has  been  carried  out 
satisfactorily. 


SECTION  VIII 

LEGISLATION  AND  DIRECTIVES 

The  following  are  the  most  important  Official  Publications 
received  during  the  year  related  to  the  work  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment:— 


1.  The  Psittacosis  or  Ornithosis  Order,  1953 

This  Order  extends  the  definition  of  the  expression  “ disease” 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Diseases  in  Animals  Act,  1950,  to  include 
the  disease  known  as  “ Psittacosis  ” or  “ Ornithosis.”  The  Order 
also  provides  for  the  detention  and  isolation  of  birds  affected,  or 
suspected  of  being  affected,  with  this  disease  and  for  the  cleansing 
and  disinfection  of  premises  and  utensils  used  for  such  birds. 

2.  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  6/53:  Public  Health  (Infectious 

Diseases)  Regulations,  1953 

These  regulations  are  in  substitution  of  those  revoked  by 
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Regulation  2.  They  correspond  with  those  regulations  in  requiring 
notification  of  malaria,  dysentery,  acute  primary  pneumonia  and 
acute  influenzal  pneumonia,  and  in  prescribing  action  in  conformity 
with  the  present  working  of  the  health  services  in  relation  to  the 
diseases  named  in  the  fourth  schedule. 

They  amplify,  however,  the  precautionary  measures  provided 
for  in  the  revoked  regulations  against  food  poisoning. 

(1)  By  relating  these  (instead  of  to  enteric  fever  and  dysentery 
as  formerly)  to  typhoid  fever,  paratyphoid  fever  or  other  salmonella 
infections  (which  includes  the  disease  previously  known  as  enteric 
fever),  dysentery  and  staphylococcal  infection  likely  to  cause  food 
poisoning; 

(2)  by  applying  these  measures  in  general  to  persons  shown 
to  be  carriers  of  these  diseases  as  well  as  to  persons  suffering  from 
them; 

(3)  by  preventing  such  persons  (in  either  class)  not  only  from 
continuing  employment  involving  the  handling  of  food,  as  formerly, 
but  also  from  entering  such  employment;  and 

(4)  by  enabling  a local  authority  to  authorise  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  issue  notices  in  emergency,  in  order  to  check 
the  spread  of  these  diseases. 

3.  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MF.9/53:  The  Cream  and  Use  of 

Milk  (Revocation)  Order,  1953 
This  Order  which  came  into  operation  on  1st  April,  1953. 

{a)  Revokes  the  Cream  Order,  1951,  as  amended,  thereby 
removing  control  over  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  cream. 

{b)  Revokes  the  Use  of  Milk  (Restriction)  Order,  1945,  and 
the  Use  of  Milk  (Suspension  of  Restriction)  Order,  1951,  thereby 
removing  the  prohibition  on  the  use  of  milk  in  the  manufacture  of 
biscuits,  bread,  buns,  pastries,  cakes,  rolls,  scones  and  other  similar 
products,  ice  cream,  sweetmeats  (including  sugar  confectionery 
and  chocolates)  and  synthetic  cream. 

4.  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MF.  11/53:  Milk  and  Dairies  Regula- 

tions, 1949:  Approved  Oxidising  and  Preservative  Agents. 

This  Circular  cancels  the  approval  which  was  given  to  the 
product  known  as  “ Chloros  ” in  Circular  MF.  11/50,  dated  June, 
1950,  for  the  use  in  the  cleaning  of  milk  tankers,  vessels  or  appliances, 
and  now  gives  approval  to  the  product  redesignated  “ Chloros 
(Agricultural  Grade).” 

5.  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MF.12/53 : The  Prevention  of  Nuisance 

from  Blovi^flies. 

6.  General  Registrar’s  Office  Circular  (M.O.H.)  3/1953:  Child 

Population  Estimates. 

7.  General  Registrar’s  Office  Circular  (M.O.H.)  5/1953:  Annual 

Vital  Statistics. 

8.  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MF.16/53:  Clean  Catering. 

9.  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  MF.19/53:  The  Salvaged  Goods 

(Revocation)  Order,  1953. 
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SECTION  IX 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics 


Centre 

Location 

Session 

Session  with 
Medical  Officer 

Burnham 

Village  Hall, 
Gore  Road 

1st  & 3rd  Tuesday 

1st  Tuesday 

Datchet 

Working  Men’s 
Club 

2nd  & 4th  Wednesday 

2nd  & 4th  Wednesday 

Denham 

Old  Police  Sta- 
tion, Oxford 
Road 

Weekly  Wednesday 

2-4  p.m. 

1st,  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday 

Gerrards 

Cross 

British  Legion 
Hall 

1st  & 3rd  Friday 

3rd  Friday 

Hedgerley 

Memorial  Hall 

1st  & 3rd  Wednesday 

3rd  Wednesday 

Horton 

Champney  Hall 

1st  & 3rd  Wednesday 

1st  Wednesday 

Iver 

Village  Hall 

1st  & 3rd  Wednesday 

3rd  Wednesday 

Iver  Heath 

Village  Hall 

2nd  & 4th  Wednesday 

4th  Wednesday 

Richings  Park 

Church  Room 

2nd  & 4th  Monday 

2nd  Monday 

Stoke  Poges 

Village  Hall 

2nd  & 4th  Tuesday 

4th  Tuesday 

Wraysbury 

Scout  Hut 

2nd  Thursday 

2nd  Thursday 

Birth  Control  Clinics 
Slough: 

Social  Centre,  Farnham  Road  Wednesday,  2-4  p.m. 
Health  Centre,  Burlington  Road  Friday,  2.30-4  p.m. 

High  Wycombe: 

Health  Centre,  The  Rye  ...  Weekly,  Tuesday,  2 p.m. 
Tuberculosis 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  at  Kipling  Memorial  Buildings,  Alma 
Road,  Windsor,  where  appointments  may  be  made  with  the  Chest 
Physician  in  Charge. 

Venereal  Diseases 

King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Windsor. 

Hillingdon  Hospital,  Hillingdon,  Middlesex. 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  Reading. 

Registered  Nursing  Homes 

There  are  a number  of  registered  Nursing  Homes  in  the  Eton 
Rural  District.  Location  and  further  particulars  of  these  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Hospital  Services 

The  Area  is  served  by  the  following  hospitals : — 

General  Hospitals.  , 

The  Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial  Hospital,  Taplow. . 
King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Windsor. 

Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Old  Windsor. 

Upton  Hospital,  Slough. 

Iver,  Denham  and  Langley  Cottage  Hospital,  Iver. 
Maidenhead  General  Hospital,  Maidenhead. 

Chronic  Sick. 

St.  Mark’s  Hospital,  Maidenhead. 

Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Old  Windsor. 

Upton  Hospital  (Female  only)  Slough. 

Part  III  Accommodation. 

Upton  Hospital,  Slough. 

Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Old  Windsor. 

St.  Mark’s  Hospital,  Maidenhead. 

Maternity  Accommodation. 

Upton  Hospital,  Slough. 

The  Canadian  Red  Cross  Memorial  Hospital,  Taplow. 
Old  Windsor  Hospital,  Old  Windsor. 

Colinswood  Nursing  Home,  Farnham  Common. 
Princess  Christian  Maternity  Home,  Windsor. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  Year  1953 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Eton  Rural  Distriet  Couneil. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  herewith  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  your 
Sanitary  Inspectors. 

For  many  years  past,  it  seems,  that  I have  referred  to  the 
considerable  time  taken  up  with  conditions  arising  from  the  lack 
of  main  drainage  to  many  properties  in  the  District  and  so  it  was 
in  the  past  year.  The  extension  of  the  Denham  Main  Drainage 
Scheme  now  proceeding  by  the  inclusion  of  the  Higher  Denham 
area  affecting  some  150  houses  and  a large  factory  made  the  survey 
undertaken  previously  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  seem  of  appreciable 
significance.  Whilst  appreciating  the  need  for  new  houses  generally 
and  the  desire  of  many  individuals  to  live  other  than  in  compact 
building  development  areas  the  necessity  for  main  drainage  facilities 
being  available  rank  next  in  importance  to  a piped  water  supply 
and  certainly  before  the  provision  of  other  services — in  other  words 
I am  suggesting  that  enlightened  public  opinion  should  dictate  a 
policy  that  will  refuse  to  continue  acceptance  of  conservancy  forms 
of  drainage  and  closets  except  only  those  existing  at  present  in 
remote  and  very  sparsely  populated  areas. 

Apart  from  the  problems  of  caravans  referred  to  in  the  Report, 
the  only  other  matter  calling  for  special  mention  is  that  of  litter. 
Some  attempts  have  been  made  to  deal  with  this  question  by 
circularising  certain  class  of  shopkeepers,  the  provision  of  litter 
baskets,  etc.,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  a problem  affecting 
the  country  as  a whole.  Depositing  litter  whether  it  be  the  rather 
insignificant  ticket  by  the  bus  stop  or  the  old  mattress  in  the  country 
ditch  is  a dirty  habit  and  one  can  find  a more  forcible  expression 
to  use  regarding  persons  who  leave  bottles  and  broken  glass  on 
beaches  and  elsewhere  to  the  danger  of  children  and  animals. 

In  conclusion,  I would  thank  all  members  of  the  Council  and 
the  Staff  for  the  consideration  and  co-operation  given  to  me  during 
the  period  of  this  Report. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  G.  Corner, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspeetor. 
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SECTION  X 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  FOOD 

Milk 

No  important  change  or  matter  of  special  interest  has  been 
noted  and  inspections  of  retail  dairy  premises  and  road  vehicles 
used  for  distribution  have  continued.  No  new  dairy  premises 
have  been  registered  and,  whilst  the  bulk  of  milk  continues  to  be 
supplied  from  the  multiple  dairies  in  other  districts,  additions  are 
not  anticipated. 

Visits  have  been  made  to  farms  in  connection  with  the  notifica- 
tion of  Tuberculosis  and/or  Brucella-abortus. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  samples  of  milk  were  taken 
from  various  dairy  premises  and  during  course  of  delivery,  and 
submitted,  as  heretofore,  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Reading. 


Milk  Samples 


Number 

Satis- 

Unsat  is-  Test 

Designation 

taken 

factory 

factory  Incom- 
plete 

Pasteurised 

...  58 

52 

2 4 

Pasteurised  T.T. 

...  40 

35 

5 

Raw  Tuberculin  Tested 

...  22 

11 

11 

Sterilised 

8 

8 

— — 

128 

106 

13  9 

In  addition  six  samples  of  accredited  milks  were  sent  for 
examination  for  presence  of  Brucella-abortus  and  of  these  three 
were  found  to  be  positive. 


Milk  Special  Designation  Orders 


Licences  for  designated  milk  were  granted  as  follows: — 
Dealers'  Lieences 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  9 

T.T 11 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


Dealers'  Supplementary  Licences 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  11 

T T 11 

Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Ice  Cream 

Eight  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  and  97  premises 
for  sale. 

Some  of  the  first  category  are  not  now  in  active  use. 


38 


The  number  of  premises  for  sale  of  ice  cream  shows,  once 
again,  an  increase  since  last  year. 

Sixty  samples  of  ice  cream  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  at  Reading  with  these  results : — 

Grade  1 ...  22  Grade  3 ...  6 

Grade  2 ...  30  Grade  4 ...  2 

52  8 

One  ice  lolly  sent  for  examination  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
The  results  by  Grading  show  a decided  improvement  on  those 
for  the  previous  year. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

(a)  Meat 

The  arrangements  for  the  killing  of  animals  for  human  food 
remained  as  indicated  in  the  report  for  the  year  1951  and  no  Govern- 
ment Slaughterhouse  operated  in  the  district. 

The  attention  of  Local  Authorities  in  adjoining  counties  was 
called  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  certain  pork  received  in  the 
District  and  whilst  a quantity  was  condemned  the  other  was  returned 
to  the  Wholesale  Meat  Supply  Association  Depot.  It  was  learnt 
subsequently  that  the  pigs  had  been  the  subject  of  emergency 
slaughter  in  connection  with  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  etc. 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  ...  11 

Visits  to  shops  and  stalls  ...  253 

(b)  Unsound  Foods 

The  following  shows  the  various  articles  of  food  considered 
unsound  or  unfit  for  human  consumption,  mainly  surrendered  by 
shopkeepers,  etc.: — 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 

Beef,  748J  lbs. 

Rump  of  Beef,  15  lbs. 

Sausages  (Cocktail),  1 tin 
Sausages,  20  lbs. 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat,  6 tins 
Chopped  Ham,  5 tins 
Luncheon  Meat,  2 tins 
Australian  Rabbit,  54  lbs. 

Ox  Livers,  32  lbs. 

Pork,  563  lbs. 

Irish  Stewed  Steak,  2 tins 
Boneless  Rabbit  (Australian),  53  lbs. 

Chopped  Pork,  82  lbs. 

Ham  (South  African),  1 tin,  4 lbs. 
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Meat  and  Meat  Products — contd. 

Corned  Beef,  36f  lbs. 

Pork  Loaf,  4 lbs. 

Plucks,  2 

Jellied  Veal  (New  Zealand),  1 tin 
Stewed  Steak,  1 tin 
Pigs  Head,  1,  12  lbs. 

Pork  Loins  (New  Zealand),  133  lbs. 

Brains,  13 J lbs. 

Rabbits,  2 (English) 

Turkey,  1,  17  lbs.  (Irish) 

Meat,  2 tins 

Milk 

Evaporated,  6 tins 
Cheese 

Cheese,  24  lbs. 

Fish 

Dressed  Lobster,  100  lbs.  (Norway),  400  tins 
Fish  Fillets,  1 box 
Fish  Cakes,  12  lbs. 

Kippers,  1 box 

Fruit 

Prunes,  2 tins 
Gooseberries,  1 tin 
Plums,  2 tins 
Apricot  Conserve,  2 tins 
Cherries,  1 tin 

Miscellaneous 

Herrings  in  Tomato,  3 tins 
Beans  in  Tomato  Sauce,  1 tin 
Irish  Stew,  1 tin 
Various  Soups,  14  tins 
Tomatoes,  3 tins 
Peas,  2 tins 
Beans,  1 tin 
Pickles,  2 jars 

(c)  Registrations 

The  number  of  food  premises  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  14, 

w a.  s ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 ^^0 

The  number  of  hawkers  of  food  and  their  premises  registered 
under  the  Eton  Rural  District  Council  Act,  1950,  Section  28, 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

Renewals 

New  Licences 

Game  Licences 

Renewals 


KNACKER’S  YARD,  ETC. 

12 

19 


SECTION  XI 


RODENT  INFESTATIONS  AND  DESTRUCTION,  etc. 


The  work  relating  to  the  destruction,  etc.,  of  rats  and  mice  as 
required  by  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  continued 
on  the  same  lines  as  previous  years.  Extra  assistance  has  again 
been  necessary  and  given  to  the  full-time  Rodent  Officer-Operative. 
Both  the  Rodent  Officer  and  Assistant  are  now  duly  authorised  to 
carry  out  this  work. 


Primary 

Visits 

484 

Treatment  (baiting,  gassing  and  trapping) 

2,052* 

Dead  rats  found  ... 

630 

Dead  mice  found... 

63 

*Including  treatment  of  21  business  premises  for  which  charges 
were  made. 


The  scale  of  charges  made  for  treatment  of  premises  other 
than  private  dwellings,  e.g.  business  properties,  was  revised  as 
from  the  1st  December,  from  7s.  6d.  to  10s.  per  hour. 

A 10  per  cent,  sewer  test  was  made  from  the  27th  to  29th 
April  inclusive,  82  manholes  being  baited  showing  negative  results. 

Treatments  carried  out  during  the  year  under  review  show 
a marked  increase  on  the  previous  year. 


Leptospira. 

In  an  endeavour  to  determine  the  incidence  in  the  District  of 
carriers  of  Leptospira  check  trappings  have  continued  in  various 
places  throughout  the  year. 

Of  17 1 specimens  sent  for  examination  at  the  Veterinary 
Laboratory  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  Wey- 
bridge,  only  one  was  found  to  be  positive. 


fNine  of  these  specimens  were  all  caught  in  one  trap. 
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DISINFECTIONS  AND  DISINFESTATIONS 


(a)  Disinfection  of  Premises 

In  respect  of : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  10  Tuberculosis  ...  9 

Removal  of  bedding  for  steam  disinfection  14 

(10  in  respect  of  Tuberculosis;  4 in  respect  of 
Poliomyelitis) 

(b)  Disinfestation  of  Premises 

Bugs  ...  7 premises 

Other  insects  ...  ...  ...  81  premises 

The  steam  disinfection  of  bedding  continued  to  be  dealt  with 
at  the  old  Isolation  Hospital,  Cippenham,  by  arrangement  with 
the  Windsor  Group  Hospital  Board.  The  conveyance  of  such 
articles  has  since  the  middle  of  the  year  been  undertaken,  on  charge, 
by  the  Borough  of  Slough,  but  such  arrangement  is  purely  temporary 
and  subject  naturally  to  their  own  demands. 

Whilst  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  continues  to  be  low 
it  would  tend  to  become  of  relative  unimportance  but  readjustment 
of  travelling  or  transport  facilities  in  the  future  should  provide  for 
a vehicle  being  readily  available  as  necessity  arises. 

The  incidence  of  bug  infestation  is  slightly  higher  than  the 
record  low  figure  of  last  year,  but  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 
Assistance  given  in  respect  of  other  insects  is  practically  double 
that  for  1952. 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


r4 


OO 

(N 
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Outworkers  inspections  . 
Workplaces  inspections 


SECTION  XIII 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  position  relative  to  moveable  dwellings  was  more  or  less 
as  described  for  the  previous  year  with  still  a decided  tendency  by 
various  persons  to  regard  the  District  as  one  with  unlimited  facilities 
for  their  reception. 

The  Surveyor’s  survey  as  reported  in  February  showed  that 
there  was  an  estimated  number  of  1,040  of  these  dwellings  in  the 
District,  including  those  occupied  by  gypsies,  of  which  some  33% 
were  regarded  as  being  on  unsatisfactory  or  unauthorised  sites  as 
judged  by  planning  considerations. 

A restricted  survey  carried  out  two  or  three  months  later  by 
the  Housing  Manager  to  ascertain  the  potential  demand  for  more 
permanent  type  of  housing  gave  results  from  which  it  was  estimated 
(as  percentages  of  a total  of  924)  that  the  occupiers  were : 

Single 

3-57% 

Married  Couples  without  Children 
54-54% 

Married  Couples  with  Children 

1 child  ...  25-97%  2 children  ...  15-90% 

3 children  ...  2-59%  4 children  ... 

Other  information  such  as  period  of  residence  in  this  District; 
where  previously  resident  and  type  of  occupation;  district  where 
employed;  whether  owner  or  tenant  of  caravan;  and  whether 
satisfied  with  such  form  of  living  accommodation,  etc.,  was  also 
obtained.  It  was  interesting  to  note  that  more  than  50%  were 
satisfied  in  the  last-mentioned  respect  but  I feel  that  too  much 
importance  cannot  be  attached  to  this  having  regard  to  ever- 
changing  circumstances. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  proceedings  were  taken  against 
the  occupiers  of  two  pieces  of  land  used  as  sites  for  moveable 
dwellings  in  respect  of  contraventions  of  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  as  a result  of  which  and  apart  from  the  penalties 
imposed,  the  land  in  question  was  cleared.  The  continuous  daily 
visits  over  period  of  42  days  which  appear  to  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary did  (and  do)  make  a heavy  demand  during  ordinary  official 
hours  and  otherwise. 

The  alteration  by  which  the  Moveable  Dwellings  Sub-Com- 
mittee became  a full  standing  Committee  at  the  commencement 
of  the  Council  year  has  indicated  the  importance  attached  to,  and 
the  problems  associated  with,  the  question  of  moveable  dwellings. 
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SECTION  XTV 

HOUSING 


Details  of  progress  in  respect  of  the  provision  of  new  houses  > ' 
or  units  of  accommodation  by  conversion  of  large  properties  and  I 
the  action  taken  in  regard  to  unfit  houses,  etc.,  are  given  below: — 
The  Unfit  Houses  Sub-Committee  of  the  Housing  Committee  ‘ 
continue  to  inspect  all  newly  reported  unfit  houses  which  practice  ■ 
is  found  to  be  of  considerable  value  in  the  subsequent  consideration 
by  the  full  Committee. 

New  Houses  (and  Units) 

288  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  as  follows: — 

1.  By  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  130  (236)1 

2.  By  private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  158  (95) 

Figures  in  brackets  are  those  corresponding  for  1952. 

In  addition  7 additional  housing  units  have  been  provided  by 
conversion  of  existing  properties. 

Unfit  Houses 

{a)  Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Demolition  Orders  made  in  respect  of ...  Nil 

Undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  ...  6 

Closing  Orders  made  in  respect  of  part  of  a building  . . . Nil 
Premises  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders : — 

{a)  By  Council  in  default  of  owner  Nil 

{b)  By  owner ...  ...  18 

Premises  demolished  where  undertakings  previously 

given  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Premises  demolished  where  Closing  Orders  previously 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Premises  demolished  (informal  action)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Undertakings  cancelled  (property  made  fit  or  converted)  1 
Closing  Orders  determined  (property  made  fit  or 

converted)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  non-compliance  with  a 
Closing  Order  in  respect  of  part  of  a building  as  a result  of  which 
person  having  control  of  house  was  fined  £10,  with  provision  for  a 
daily  penalty  should  default  continue.  The  Closing  Order  was  then 
complied  with. 

{b)  Clearance  Areas 

Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  confirmed  prior 

to  outbreak  of  war,  1939  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 
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Improvemeilt  Grants,  Housing  Act,  1949 

Six  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  received  in 
respect  of  five  properties. 

2 were  refused. 

2 (including  a fresh  application  in  respect  of  one  previously 
refused)  were  approved  and  amounted  in  total  to 
£560. 

2 still  under  consideration. 


Rent  and  Mortgage  Interest  Restrictions  Acts,  1920-1939. 

One  application  for  a certificate  as  to  the  sanitary  condition 
of  a house  was  received  and  granted. 


Repairs 

(a)  Informal  Action 

No.  of  houses  rendered  fit  as  a result  of  informal 
action  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

{b)  Formal  Action 

Public  Health  Acts 

No.  of  houses  in  which  defects  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices : — 

(1)  By  owner  

(2)  By  Council  in  default... 

Housing  Acts 

Formal  Notices  ...  

OTHER  MATTERS 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 

Licence  Applieations 

Renewals  ...  ...  ...  ^ 112 

New  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


131 


16 

Nil 

Nil 


Total  Licence  Capacity 

Petroleum  Spirit  ...  ...  177,584  gallons 

Petroleum  Mixtures  ...  ...  660  gallons 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 
Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

No  applications  were  received  under  either  the  above  Acts. 


Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment  Act)  1907,  Section  86 

Following  the  receipt  in  March  of  an  Order  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  applying  the  provisions  of  this  Section  to  this 
District,  your  Sanitary  Inspectors  together  with  some  twenty-one 
police  officers  were  authorised  to  exercise  powers  of  inspection. 
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Three  persons  were  registered  but  some  doubts  and  weaknesses 
were  obvious  particularly  in  the  case  of  the  gypsy  types  and  of  other 
persons  both  in  respect  of  necessity  for  registration  of  home  addresses 
and  places  of  deposit  or  store.  The  gypsy  generally  has  no  per- 
manent home  address  or  place  of  deposit  and  other  instances  arose 
where  a person  although  having  a permanent  home  address  did 
not  have  any  place  of  business  or  place  of  deposit — in  other  words 
simply  a collector. 


SECTION  XV 


NOTICES 


Formal 

Housing  Act,  1936  (Section  9) 
Public  Health  Acts 


Nil 
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Informal  ... 


320 


Visits  and  Inspections 

Housing  (including  Public  Health)  ...  ...  ...  1,068 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  768 

Nuisances  (refuse  deposits,  animals,  dust,  etc.)  ...  326 

Factories: 

(1)  Motive  power  ...  ...  ...  69 

(2)  Non-motive  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Workplaces  25 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Food  Premises,  Shops,  Restaurants,  etc.  ...  ...  450 

Infectious  Disease ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  218 

Moveable  Dwellings  (including  sites)  ...  ...  ...  808 

Hutted  Camps  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Gypsies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Refuse  (including  Tips)  ...  ...  ...  80 

Petroleum  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  225 

Infestations...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shops  Acts ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Smoke  Abatement...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Slaughterhouses  and  Knackers’  Yards  ...  ...  30 

Pail  Closet  Survey...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  318 
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